
343 

Ofc. of Postsecondary Educ., Education § 691.15 

making corrections to the information 
provided. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–1) 

§§ 691.13–691.14 [Reserved] 

§ 691.15 Eligibility to receive a grant. 
(a) General. A student who meets the 

requirements of 34 CFR part 668, Sub-
part C, is eligible to receive an ACG or 
a National SMART Grant if the stu-
dent is receiving a Federal Pell Grant 
disbursement in the same award year. 

(b) ACG Program. (1) A student is eli-
gible to receive an ACG if the student— 

(i) Meets the eligibility requirements 
in paragraph (a) of this section; 

(ii) For the first year of his or her eli-
gible program— 

(A) Has received a high school di-
ploma or, for a home-schooled student, 
a high school diploma or the certifi-
cation of completion of a secondary 
school education by the cognizant au-
thority; 

(B) Has successfully completed, after 
January 1, 2006, a rigorous secondary 
school program of study under § 691.16; 

(C) Has not been previously enrolled 
as a regular student in an eligible pro-
gram of undergraduate education ex-
cept as part of a secondary school pro-
gram of study. A transfer student who 
is a first-year student is not considered 
to have been previously enrolled; and 

(iii) For the second year of his or her 
eligible program— 

(A) Has received a high school di-
ploma or, for a home-schooled student, 
a high school diploma or the certifi-
cation of completion of a secondary 
school education by the cognizant au-
thority; 

(B) Has successfully completed, after 
January 1, 2005, a rigorous secondary 
school program of study under § 691.16; 

(C) For the first year of his or her eli-
gible program, obtained a grade point 
average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 
scale, or the numeric equivalent, con-
sistent with other institutional meas-
ures for academic and title IV, HEA 
program purposes. 

(2)(i) An institution must document a 
student’s successful completion of a 
rigorous secondary school program of 
study under paragraphs (b)(1)(ii)(A), 
(b)(1)(ii)(B), (b)(1)(iii)(A) and 
(b)(1)(iii)(B) of this section using— 

(A) Documentation provided directly 
to the institution by the cognizant au-
thority; or 

(B) Documentation from the cog-
nizant authority provided by the stu-
dent. 

(ii) If an institution has reason to be-
lieve that the documentation provided 
by the student under paragraph 
(b)(2)(i)(B) of this section is inaccurate 
or incomplete, the institution must 
confirm the student’s successful com-
pletion of a rigorous secondary school 
program of study by using documenta-
tion provided directly to the institu-
tion by the cognizant authority. 

(3) For purposes of paragraph (b) of 
this section— 

(i) A cognizant authority includes, 
but is not limited to— 

(A) An LEA; 
(B) An SEA or other State agency; 
(C) A public or private high school; or 
(D) A testing organization such as 

the College Board or State agency; or 
(ii) A home-schooled student’s parent 

or guardian is the cognizant authority 
for purposes of providing the docu-
mentation required under paragraph 
(b) of this section. This documentation 
must show that the home-schooled stu-
dent successfully completed a rigorous 
secondary school program under 
§ 691.16. This documentation may in-
clude a transcript or the equivalent or 
a detailed course description listing 
the secondary school courses com-
pleted by the student. 

(4) For a student who transfers from 
an eligible program at one institution 
to an eligible program at another insti-
tution, the institution to which the 
student transfers may rely upon the 
prior institution’s determination that 
the student successfully completed a 
rigorous secondary school program of 
study in accordance with paragraphs 
(b)(1)(ii)(A), (b)(1)(ii)(B), (b)(1)(iii)(A), 
and (b)(1)(iii)(B) of this section based 
on documentation that the prior insti-
tution may provide, or based on docu-
mentation of the receipt of an ACG dis-
bursement at the prior institution. 

(5)(i) If a student self-certifies on an 
application under § 691.12, or otherwise 
self-identifies to the institution, that 
he or she completed a rigorous sec-
ondary school program of study under 
§ 691.16, an institution must attempt to 
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